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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITS REQUIRED

A

11.2

National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants.

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment Air Quality Control Commission
Regulations.

Colorado Asbestos Regulations.
Denver Regional Air Quality Council Regulations.
Denver Department of Environmental Health Air Pollution Control Division Regulations.

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment Water Quality Control Division
Regulations.

Denver Department of Public Works (DPW) Wastewater Management Division
Regulations.

Denver Code of Ordinances.
Denver Zoning Code.

Environmental Permits Required

In addition to the regulatory framework of the NEPA, the CEQ Regulations Implementing the

Procedural Provisions of NEPA, VA’ s regul ati ons f 038 CHRR@t28),aednt i ng

V A’ NEPA Interim Guidance for Projects, the following Federal, State, and/or local
environmental permits are required as part of this Proposed Action, and include:

1 Denver Construction Activities Stormwater Discharge Permit.

9 Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment Stormwater Discharge
Associated with Construction Activities Permit.

9 Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment Land Disturbance Permits.

1 Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment Air Quality Control Commission
Air Pollutant Emissions Notice.

9 Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment Air Quality Control Commission
Construction Permits to Emit.

1 Denver Environmental Quality Department permits for stationary sources and open
burning.
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

GLOSSARY

SECTION 12: GLOSSARY

100-Year Flood — A flood event of such magnitude that it
occurs, on average, every 100 years; this equates to a one
percent chance of its occurring in a given year.

Aesthetics — Pertaining to the quality of human perception
of natural beauty.

Ambient - The environment as it exists around people,
plants, and structures.

Ambient Air Quality Standards - Those standards
established according to the CAA to protect health and
welfare (AR 200-1).

Aquifer - An underground geological formation containing
usable amounts of groundwater which can supply wells and
springs.

Asbestos - Incombustible, chemical-resistant, fibrous
mineral forms of impure magnesium silicate used for
fireproofing, electrical insulation, building materials, brake
linings, and chemical filters. Asbestos is a carcinogenic
substance.

Attainment Area - Region that meets the National Ambient
Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) for a criteria pollutant under
the CAA.

Bedrock - The solid rock that underlies all soil, sand, clay,
gravel and loose material on the earth's surface.

Best Management Practices (BMPs) - Methods, measures,
or practices to prevent or reduce the contributions of
pollutants to U.S. waters. Best management practices may
be imposed in addition to, or in the absence of, effluent
limitations, standards, or prohibitions (AR 200-1).

Commercial land use — Land use that includes private and
public businesses (retail, wholesale, etc.), institutions
(schools, churches, etc.), health services (hospitals, clinics,
etc.), and military buildings and installations.

Compaction - The packing of soil together into a firmer,
denser mass, generally caused by the pressure of great
weight.

Contaminants - Any physical, chemical, biological, or
radiological substances that have an adverse effect on air,
water, or soil.

Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) - An Executive
Office of the President composed of three members
appointed by the President, subject to approval by the
Senate. Each member shall be exceptionally qualified to
analyze and interpret environmental trends, and to appraise
programs and activities of the Federal Government.
Members are to be conscious of and responsive to the
scientific, economic, social, aesthetic, and cultural needs of
the Nation; and to formulate and recommend national
policies to promote the improvement of the quality of the
environment.

Criteria Pollutants - The CAA of 1970 required the USEPA
to set air quality standards for common and widespread
pollutants in order to protect human health and welfare.
There are six “criteria pollutants”: ozone (Os), carbon
monoxide (CO), sulfur dioxide (SO,), lead (Pb), nitrogen
dioxide (NO,), and particulate matter.

Cultural Resources - The physical evidence of our Nation's
heritage. Included are: archaeological sites; historic
buildings, structures, and districts; and localities with social
significance to the human community.

Cumulative Impact - The impact on the environment that
results from the incremental impact of the action when
added to other past, present, and reasonable foreseeable
future actions regardless of what agency (Federal or non-
Federal) or person undertakes such other actions.
Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor but
collectively significant actions taking place over a period of
time (40 CFR 1508.7).

Decibel (dB) - A unit of measurement of sound pressure
level.

Direct Impact - A direct impact is caused by a Proposed
Action and occurs at the same time and place.

Emission - A release of a pollutant.

Endangered Species - Any species which is in danger of
extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range.

Environmental Assessment (EA) - An EA is a publication
that provides sufficient evidence and analyses to show
whether a proposed system will adversely affect the
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environment or be environmentally controversial.

Erosion - The wearing away of the land surface by
detachment and movement of soil and rock fragments
through the action of moving water and other geological
agents.

Farmland - Cropland, pastures, meadows, and planted
woodland.

Fauna - Animal life, especially the animal characteristics of a
region, period, or special environment.

Flora - Vegetation; plant life characteristic of a region,
period, or special environment.

Floodplain - The relatively flat area or lowlands adjoining a
river, stream, ocean, lake, or other body of water that is
susceptible to being inundated by floodwaters.

FONSI - Finding of No Significant Impact, a NEPA
document.

Fugitive Dust - Particles light enough to be suspended in
air, but not captured by a filtering system. For this document,
this refers to particles put in the air by moving vehicles and
air movement over disturbed soils at construction sites.

Geology - Science which deals with the physical history of
the earth, the rocks of which it is composed, and physical
changes in the earth.

Groundwater - Water found below the ground surface.
Groundwater may be geologic in origin and as pristine as it
was when it was entrapped by the surrounding rock or it may
be subject to daily or seasonal effects depending on the
local hydrologic cycle. Groundwater may be pumped from
wells and used for drinking water, irrigation, and other
purposes. It is recharged by precipitation or irrigation water
soaking into the ground. Thus, any contaminant in
precipitation or irrigation water may be carried into
groundwater.

Hazardous Substance - Hazardous materials are defined
within several laws and regulations to have certain
meanings. For this document, a hazardous material is any
one of the following:

Any substance designated pursuant to section 311 (b)(2)(A)
of the Clean Water Act.

Any element, compound, mixture, solution, or substance
designated pursuant to Section 102 of Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act
(CERCLA).

Any hazardous substance as defined under the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA).

Any toxic pollutant listed under TSCA.
Any hazardous air pollutant listed under Section 112 of CAA.

Any imminently hazardous chemical substance or mixture
with respect to which the EPA Administrator has taken action
pursuant to Subsection 7 of TSCA.

The term does not include: 1) Petroleum, including crude oil
or any thereof, which is not otherwise specifically listed or
designated as a hazardous substance in a above. 2) Natural
gas, natural gas liquids, liquefied natural gas, or synthetic
gas usable for fuel (or mixtures of natural gas and such
synthetic gas). A list of hazardous substances is found in 40
CFR Part 302.4.

Hazardous Waste - A solid waste which, when improperly
treated, stored, transported, or disposed of, poses a
substantial hazard to human health or the environment.
Hazardous wastes are identified in 40 CFR Part 261.3 or
applicable foreign law, rule, or regulation.

Hazardous Waste Storage - As defined in 40 CFR Part
260.10, ". . . the holding of hazardous waste for a temporary
period, at the end of which the hazardous waste is treated,
disposed of, or stored elsewhere".

Hydric Soil - A soil that is saturated, flooded, or ponded
long enough during the growing season to develop
anaerobic (oxygen-lacking) conditions that favor the growth
and regeneration of hydrophytic vegetation. A wetland
indicator.

Indirect Impact - An indirect impact is caused by a
Proposed Action that occurs later in time or farther removed
in distance, but is still reasonably foreseeable. Indirect
impacts may include induced changes in the pattern of land
use, population density or growth rate, and related effects on
air, water, and other natural and social systems. For
example, referring to the possible direct impacts described
above, the clearing of trees for new development may have
an indirect impact on area wildlife by decreasing available
habitat.

Industrial Land Use — Land uses of a relatively higher
intensity that are generally not compatible with residential
development. Examples include light and heavy
manufacturing, mining, and chemical refining.

Isolated Wetland — Areas that meet the wetland hydrology,
vegetation, and hydric soil characteristics, but do not have a
direct connection to the Waters of the US.

Jurisdictional Wetland — Areas that meet the wetland
hydrology, vegetation, and hydric soil characteristics, and
have a direct connection to the Waters of the US. These
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wetlands are regulated by the USACE.

Listed Species - Any plant or animal designated as a State
or Federal threatened, endangered, special concern, or
candidate species.

Mitigation - Measures taken to reduce adverse impacts on
the environment.

Mobile Sources - Vehicles, aircraft, watercraft, construction
equipment, and other equipment that use
combustion engines for energy sources.

internal

Monitoring - A process of inspecting and recording the
progress of mitigation measures implemented.

National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) -
Nationwide standards set up by the USEPA for widespread
air pollutants, as required by Section 109 of the Clean Air
Act (CAA). Currently, six pollutants are regulated by primary
and secondary NAAQS: carbon monoxide (CO), lead (Pb),
nitrogen dioxide (NO,), ozone (O3), particulate matter, and
sulfur dioxide (SO,).

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) - U.S. statute
that requires all Federal agencies to consider the potential
effects of Proposed Actions on the human and natural
environment.

Non-attainment Area - An area that has been designated
by the EPA or the appropriate State air quality agency as
exceeding one or more National or State ambient air quality
standards.

Parcel - A plot of land, usually a division of a larger area.

Particulates or Particulate Matter - Fine liquid or solid
particles such as dust, smoke, mist, fumes, or smog found in
air.

Physiographic Region - A portion of the Earth's surface
with a basically common topography and common
morphology.

Pollutant - A substance introduced into the environment that
adversely affects the usefulness of a resource.

Potable Water - Water which is suitable for drinking.

Prime Farmland - A special category of highly productive
cropland that is recognized and described by the US
Depart ment of Agricul ture’s
receives special protection under the Surface Mining Law.

Remediation - A long-term action that reduces or eliminates
a threat to the environment.

Riparian Areas - Areas adjacent to rivers and streams that
have a high density, diversity, and productivity of plant and

n

animal species relative to nearby uplands.

River Basin - The land area drained by a river and its
tributaries.

Sensitive Receptors - Include, but are not limited to,
asthmatics, children, and the elderly, as well as specific
facilities, such as long-term health care facilities,
convalescent centers,
homes, residences, schools, playgrounds, and childcare
centers.

rehabilitation centers, retirement

Significant Impact - According to 40 CFR Part 1508.27,
"significance” as used in NEPA requires consideration of
both context and intensity.

Context. The significance of an action must be analyzed in
several contexts such as society as a whole (human,
national), the affected region, the affected interests, and the
locality. Significance varies with the setting of the Proposed
Action. For instance, in the case of a site-specific action,
significance would usually depend upon the effects in the
locale rather than in the world as a whole. Both short- and
long-term effects are relevant.

Intensity. This refers to the severity of impact. Responsible
officials must bear in mind that more than one agency may
make decisions about partial aspects of a major action.

Small quantity generator - A generator who generates
greater than 220 pounds but less than 2,200 pounds of
hazardous waste in a calendar month and who does not
accumulate more than 13,200 pounds of hazardous waste at
any one time (if either threshold is exceeded, the generator
becomes a large quantity generator). A small quantity
generator may accumulate hazardous waste up to 180 days
from the accumulation start date.

Soil - The mixture of altered mineral and organic material at
the earth's surface that supports plant life.

Solid Waste - Any discarded material that is not excluded by
section 261.4(a) or that is not excluded by variance granted
under sections 260.30 and 260.31.

Threatened species - Any species that is likely to become
an endangered species within the foreseeable future
throughout all or a significant portion of its range.

Topography - The relief features or surface configuration of
'ngopn%e Ion Servi gand

rvat. vice

an area.

Toxic Substance - A harmful substance which includes
elements, compounds, mixtures, and materials of complex
composition.

Waters of the United States - Include the following: (1) All
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waters which are currently being used, were used in the
past, or may be susceptible to use in interstate or foreign
commerce, including all waters which are subject to the ebb
and flow of the tide. (2) All interstate waters including
interstate wetlands. (3) All other waters such as intrastate
lakes, rivers, streams (including intermittent streams),
mudflats, sandflats, wetlands, sloughs, prairie potholes, wet
meadows, playa lakes, or natural ponds; the use,
degradation or destruction of which could affect interstate or
foreign commerce.

Watershed - The region draining into a particular stream,
river, or entire river system.

Wetlands - Areas that are regularly saturated by surface or
groundwater and, thus, are characterized by a prevalence of
vegetation that is adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.
Examples include swamps, bogs, fens, marshes, and
estuaries.

Wildlife Habitat - Set of living communities in which a
wildlife population lives.
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